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father had views utterly divorced from these; his
father was conservative absolutely in religion,
politics, agriculture, everything. Will's mind
was quite selfish and practical, his mother was not
interested in ideas. Judith was only a child.

He made no friends among the gentlemen of
the neighbourhood; there were very few gentle-
men to make friends with. He knew that had
any of them seen into his mind they would have
regarded him as traitor to everything in which
they believed.

At Penrith there was a certain Mr. Frederick
Moore, an elderly man, a retired Army officer,
who thought as he did, but went much farther.
Mr. Moore was, indeed, a fanatic, and in that
displeased the reasonableness of Francis' mind, a
strange man, solitary, embittered, intensely dog-
matic. But he lent Francis books and pamphlets,
and they had many talks together,

Rousseau was Mr, Moore's god, and he very
quickly became Francis* also* They would neither
of them see that Rousseau himself recoiled from
many of his own opinions and conclusions. Pas-
sionately they out-Rousseaued Rousseau. They
disregarded such sentences as; * If there were a
people of gods, they would govern themselves as a
democracy, So perfect a form of government is not
suited for men * and * The best and most natural
order is, that the wise should govern the multitude,
provided that one is sure that they govern it for
the profit of the multitude and not for their own/

But Francis, although he thought continually
about Government^ had only the simplest notions